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Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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| DIANE R. DICKSTEIN SEEER
| AN SIEGEL SHRIERAL
| STEGEL, FRIEDMAN & DICKSTEIN FILED

3270 East 14th Street

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT .;Zi;:zx

FOR THE NORTHEEN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Plaintiffs, No. C82-0512 WAI

VS, DECLARATION OF SABRINO LOPEZ.

UNITED FARM WOREKERS OF
AMERICA, AFL-CIO, et al.,

Defendants.
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I, SABINO LOPEZ, state as follows:

1. I hawve been a member of the UFW since 1970 and have

worked at Sun Harvest since 1973.

2. I was elected by the unicon members at my ranch to be

i vice-president and full time representative. Sun Harvest is so

large that there are two full time representatives. Attached

heretc as Exhibit A is an agenda for the nominations meeting.

| Tt shows that the representatives are the same pecple as the presi-

| dent and vice-president. The policies which were read at the

nominations meeting are attached hereto as Exhibit B. The policy

| 1ist shows that a vacant position for representative will be filled

by election. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is the announcement

| of the election meeting. It too states that the representatives

are the same persons who are elected president and vice-president.
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Declaration of Sabino Lopez.



B & B

13
14

16
17

S & &

W 00 =1 o N e 00 D e

B E E8BRIIBERBRERE

Exhibit D attached hereto which announces a run-off election and
Exhibit E attached hereteo also demonstrates the policy of the
Union to elect representatives.

3. I have always tried to do my best to represent the workey

. at Sun Harvest. I usually worked from 6:00 a.m. until 8:00 or

9:00 p.m. on union business. This is because there were always

many disputes to resolve, grievances to file and other contract

| matters to handle. I had monthly meetings with the members and

saw workers dailv in the fields.

4. The Defendants declarations which discuss the strawberry
crop discontinuance misrepresent the situation and my role in it.
That year, 1980, was the first time Sun Harvest tried to grow
strawberries. The crop was administered poorly. The workers
were paid piece rate, hmweﬁer they were guaranteed an hourly
mimimum. The company believed that the crop was not profitable.
The company wasn't making money probably due both to poor admini-
stration and the guaranteed hourly. The company said that either
we had to go back to a piece rate or they would close down. I
told them that they couldn't just do that because there were many
people working there. I reguested a meeting with the company
where they reiterated their stand. I spoke with Jose Renteria,
the field office director and he advised me to let the workers
decide. In the spring of 1980 the workers decided to accept piece
rate to save their jobs. Then suddenly, without advising me,
the company discontinued the strawberry crop. I filed a grievance.
All the workers were included in one grievance. I sent a letter
requesting bargaining. I filed charges with Agricultural Labbr

Felations Board. Sun Harvest had many cleosures and we decided

to pursue the matter with the ALRB. Attached hereto as Exhibit

F is an article from the Salinas Californian which describes:

| what happened to the ALRB charges. Attached hereto as Exhibit

| G is a letter from the UFW Legal Department which followed the

-

| Declaration of Sabino Lopez.
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