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deroms Cchen
08 Vie Venturs
Honterey, Celifornia 95940

Hr. Jordan Rossen
Selidarity House

8000 Lant Jefferson Lvemue
Detroit, Fichigan 48214

Deer Jordem:

Tour letter of Pebruary G, 1978, gives mo an poporbunity to thenk
the U.A.W. for iis gemerosity which bas mede it nogaible for 22 o con-
tinue to serve n2 ganeral councel to the United Tam Vorkers. NMp. hipnle
ond I worked cut en srrsngoment wherehby I would subeit a bdll 4o him et a
uniforn rate. Thiz arrangement bepan in Pebrunry of 1976. During the
first twelve months the monthly rate wes $1,7°00. Thereafter it wes 81,250.
My wife was to submit a monthly bill. I arclogice for the fact that the
bills piled up since Auguat,

I do not have ome coatral log of bouss, s perhaps the following
deseription of my work and hours would be helpful:

I weualiy work Homdey threusgh Saturday, spending eight teo nine hours
in tho office en five of those days. I heve & Suzinenss phome and workr arcn
at heee end spend Saturdsy end weckday evenings working as well. My sverage
week vnvies from 54 to 60 brurs. I supervice eichiecen lowrers and Fifteon
legal workers. The legnl workern operate on & voluntoor besis, smd =ost of
the eighteen lawrers have relatively little erperience. I st revierw
their briefs and give daily advice ez to legnl positions the Union is te
teke in the various heerings which ere elwaye going on throughout the state.

I am the Union's centact with the Tesmsters for probless that arise
murawent to the Jurisdictional Pact which I negotisted lost year. [lutely
these problems arise om a deily besis, 28 verious Tesmster locals discover
they ave bound by the Past.)
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Ye nre, to say the lesot, overwhelmed with legsl work., Ve have
litigated with 567 growers sinec the Agricultural Isbor Eclations det
wes passed. In addition, the greem flmreh of the srowers has brought forth
four company undone with vhon we litigate 28 well. UYe currently have 95
pomtracis. 2o on-going lsgnl work continues as 4o the grovers with whom
we are cortified Mmt do not yot have agreensnte. Lezel work isc also
negessary te fight enmployer objections irn representation ceses where wo
have won slestisms, Te sro el objecting to employer conduct relatins
%9 mome slsctions which we lost.

The battle has phifted from the strike azd boyeott picket limes o
the hesming roems smd courtrocms of this state. Crewsrs are using lewyers
te dslay barceining for s long as possible. Yo are attenpting to mold the
new fet =md o use the Law to comsolidate our barsaining rosition. ¥e heve
the “plessure” of desling with 51 sepsrate mapaScment law firms ard
literally hmmdrsda of lowyers — 2 veritable gapele. Omee iz 1970 I
nesctiated with a grower maned Hemry Ryder, who, when I wes explainiag
the repommition clause, =2aid, "Hsll, Cchen, I ain't n» lognl ssghole. IT
it's fair, I'11 zipn it." It was fair, and ho sifmed, but w= hovemn't ot
e grover ince with that atbitude.

Yeveloping and moldine the Legrequires ecmstont ceordination and
eottine of legsl prieritios, since we do mot have cnough people $o do all
thet shouid be done. This iz my responaibility. In addition to 4.1.7.0.
work, [ supsrvise nem-d.L.R.E. loml wexrk, such == injunctions, libel =uits,
end other actions for desages acswinst the Indon. Ye also bove to keop on
z7e en our rural lesislative fricnds vho would lows te sut the labax Taw.

Finally, while this lersml batile i= goine on, poscs is mragrsssine vith

thome srevers with vhon we have oollective herpainine sgrcomemis. For fhree
mopthe I have coczdinated end perkieinated in roetinse with tha wogeiabls
indusiry which led in December to the resolution of minoty-ene pemdins
grievance: and which hopefully will leod to our firat m:lti--mployer ber-
zuinine wnit vhen our present contracts open for reme—ntiation on Ooteb -
firet oF thin wenwy,

< bove thie is sufficient. While it would b= pessible $o recorsiruct
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all ihe Pllss on which I havo worked, it would be 4ilTioult. FPlease iet
ge knew 4T you nesd more. '

Wiyn 1o Canen!

Jerema Cohom
I smin
Eaalosnres

gas Jorpy thipsie




