Cesar Chavez Tribute to Wayne C. Hartmire

November 16, 1976

There are some disadvantages and some advantages to being first. Tonight I've
learned really what the disadvantages are. The leadership of the union and those people
who work with us—the farmworkers—everyone who knows about tonight in honoring
Chris join with me to congratulate him and to really—more than that—to thank him for
his service to the union.

[ want to tell you and it is very difficult to do it in a short period of time because
Chris’ involvement and contributions to the movement of the farmworkers is very vast.
Let me perhaps start by saying that 13 years ago... I'll never forget this... but Chris came
to visit me at the East Los Angeles office of the Community Service Organization. I had
in those days a dream a farmworkers union could be built. We went out to lunch and we
talked. I was trying to be very polite and cautious. I was trying to tell Chris that I
thought the Migrant Ministry had to really get in there with both feet and both hands and
start swinging or they couldn’t be of much help to what we were trying to do. I was
really surprised that he... I tried to in a very diplomatic way one approach by saying that
the work the migrant ministry had done in the time when [ was a farmworker was okay

and that under some of the most recent directors it changed and was even getting better.



But I thought it had to go all the way and really identify with the poor and really get in
there and fight. So I suggested that one of the things the Migrant Ministry had to do in
California was to openly endorse us. Do a resolution maybe. Chris didn’t think this was
too difficult. Itook notice of that. So I suggested a little more, and by the time the
luncheon was over I had just mentioned what I thought the Migrant Ministry should do,
including going out there and getting church people and church groups to really stand
behind us. And this was back in 1961.

We started the union in early 1962. There were not too many people who thought
that, first of all, 1 should leave the CSO; secondly, that organizing a farmworkers union
was possible, and thirdly that maybe I was insane. But Chris was one of the people who
not only thought it should be done but that it was a good thing. We went the first week I
was in Delano—very frightened but not willing to tell anyone—went to a Migrant
Ministry staff meeting up in the hills away from Delano. And we talked about the
beginning of the organizing of the union. Chris was very, by this time, firm in what he
thought had to be done, and he assigned one of his staff people to work with me. I
thought this was going to be suicide for the MM in California because the moment the
fight started I knew what was going to happen. Jim Drake was then assigned to work
with me. That was the beginning of many, many meetings and many, many conferences,
but also the beginning of something—a relationship that I think is pretty unique in the
movement. And I have relationships with many people. But the type of friendship that
has developed between Chris and myself throughout these years is something that T think
1S very unique.

What people don’t know is that Chris’ contributions to the movement go far beyond
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than just getting the church involved and getting the church groups to pass resolutions
and to give us money and to be out front for us. I think that it goes way beyond that.
First of all, we know that Chris has converted more Protestants and Catholics and .
farmworkers to Christianity than any other man that I've known in my lifetime.
Secondly, it’s a type of help that probably can only be understood by either someone
trying to organize a farmworkers union in 1962 in California or a person about to drown.
Never have been asked questions about asking Chris for help. In other words, never has
there been a string. Never has there been a hesitation. Never has there been like ‘T’ve
done so much for you now’ in a roundabout way you should do something for me. And it
15 very seldom in our movement that this has happened. Because when we least expect it
someone will come back and collect from us. And I don’t think that’s bad. But I'm
saying it’s unique that Chris has never even suggested or hinted that we owed him
anything in return.

There are two things that have happened very distinctly because of Chris’
involvement. One is, we are able to attract church support, and in the early days of the
struggle this was the difference between survival and being destroyed. 1 say today that as
we look at farm labor history that most unions were destroyed in farm labor by red
barting and by anything else that anyone else could do. We know that. And we saved
ourselves just by the skin of our teeth because of Chris’ involvement. He was able to
lend credibility to our just emerging group. And doing it in such a way that it went
beyond just credibility but it went into much support and love from many, many people.
The support that came then from the people that Chris organized for us has been very

lasting, as has Chris’ support. Now the other paﬁ that very few people know is that






